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JULY MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting was held on Thursday, July 14th, 
at 11 o'clock, a.m., the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read by the Eecording 
Secretary. 

The Librarian read his list of donors for the month. 

The President communicated the number for May, 1870, of 
the " Annales des Voyages," containing a review of Parkman's 
" Discovery of the Great West," by Count Circourt, the donor. 

Mr. P. B. Parker was added to the committee on the " Hutch- 
inson Papers," in place of Judge Thomas, who, at his own 
request, was excused from serving. 

Part VI. of " Proceedings," embracing the meetings of 
April and May, 1870, was announced as on the table. 

Mr. Ellis Ames exhibited the original deed of the town of 
Attleboro'. 

A -small pewter medal was presented by Dr. Palfrey; the 
same which hung round his neck when a youth, at the age of 
five, at the time of "Washington's death, in 1799. On the 
obverse of the medal are the words, — 

" He is in glory, the world in tears." 
On the reverse, — 

B. F. 11. 1732, G. A. Arm. '76. K. 88. P. TJ. S. A. '89 + R. '96. G. Arm. U. S. '98. 
Ob. D. 14. 1799. 

Dr. Green stated that this medal, which was well known to 
coin-collectors, was designed by Dudley Atkins Tyng, of New- 
buryport, who was one of the corporators of this Society, and 
for nearly forty years a Resident Member. 

Mr. W. G. Brooks exhibited specimens of the coverings 
taken from the walls of the " Royal House " in Medford. These 
hangings were of leather, painted with quaint figures of birds, 
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animals, and other objects. They are said to have been im- 
ported from China. The leather was fastened to the walls by 
small nails. 

Mr. Amory remarked that at that period it was common to 
fasten the coverings of the walls of houses by nails, as in the 
old " Collins House " at Danvers. 

Mr. Brooks further stated that the "Royal House," so 
called, was built by Lieutenant Governor Usher, of whom it 
was purchased by Colonel Isaac Royal, and enlarged in 1738. 
The estate then comprised 504 acres, part of which were within 
the limits of Charlestown. Colonel Royal died in 1739. In a 
MS. journal in Mr. Brooks' possession, is this entry : " June 
17, 1739. Sermon on account of Colonel Isaac Royal's death, 
by the desire of the remaining family, which desired Mr. Turell 
to preach a sermon suitable to their condition. The Colonel 
died Thursday, June 9, at 7 o'clock in the forenoon, and was 
buried at Medford on Saturday, June 16, and was carried the 
same night to Dorchester to his marble tomb." The property 
descended to a son of the same name, who took his title of 
Colonel. He made it his place of residence until 1776. Prov- 
ing to be a Tory, and becoming an absentee, the property 
was confiscated. He went to England, and died there in 
1781. The property was held by the State until 1805, 
and in 1810 it was purchased by Mr. Tidd, a distiller of Bos- 
ton, who lived upon it ; and it has now been purchased of his 
heirs by a Boston gentleman, to be taken down. 

Colonel Aspinwall said it was occupied as a female semi- 
nary, probably while in the possession of the State. 

The President called attention to the subscription papers on 
the table for the " Sewall Diary," and for the volume of " Har- 
vard Graduates," by our associate, Mr. Sibley, the Librarian 
of Harvard College. 



